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A Message from the Founder 

Hi, I’m Louis Darrouzet II, a 7th grader at St. Rita Catholic School. I started Future 

Voices because writing helps me turn doubt into courage and frustration into faith. I 

don’t want a stage; I want clarity and I’ve learned that putting honest words on a page 

can bring peace and light. 

Future Voices is a place to practice being brave with our words, deepen our relationship 

with God and our families, and encourage one another. I hope you’ll join us. 

— Louis Darrouzet II, Founder 

Why Future Voices Exists 

Future Voices is a volunteer community where students serve by sharing words that 

bring hope. We welcome young writers from every school and background to contribute 

short reflections that help our community see the good, even when life feels heavy. We 

are beginning as a weekly column in The Dallas Express, with one new student article 

featured each week. As we grow, we may publish more than once weekly, depending on 

the number and quality of submissions. 

Join the Movement 

We invite students in grades 7–12 to submit short reflections, essays, or stories on 

growth, challenge, faith, friendship, forgiveness, kindness, courage, and finding light in 

dark places. The completed articles will be featured in the Future Voices column in The 

Dallas Express, subject to editorial oversight and approval. 

 

 



Submission Guidelines 

Length: 500–800 words. Deadline: Sunday at 5:00 p.m. the week before your agreed 

upon publication date. Email to: louisdarrouzetii@gmail.com . Include your name, 

grade, photo, school, and a short bio. CC a parent/guardian. Track your writing time 

should they be helpful for volunteer service hours and submit it in the email with your 

parent copied. Please ensure your article is complete by the deadline, as other 

submissions may be used if yours isn’t ready.  Know that by submitting the article, you 

relinquish all copyright and the article becomes the property of The Dallas Express, Inc. 

Contact Louis Darrouzet II at the email address above to reserve your publication date. 

Why Participate 

✔ Strengthen writing and communication skills 

✔ Express your faith, creativity, and unique perspective 

✔ Connect with other thoughtful students 

✔ Use your words to lift hearts and build community 

“The world can feel dark, but light still shines through future voices.” 

Article Formatting for Submission 

Document Type: Word format | Font: Times New Roman or Georgia, 12 pt | Spacing: 

1.15 | Title: Centered, bold | File Name: Firstname_Lastname_Title_FutureVoices.docx 

No additional formatting needed; each submission should be ready to copy, paste, and 

publish easily with no burden on The Dallas Express staff. 

Contributor Photo Guide 

Format: JPG or PNG | Resolution: 1500×1500 px minimum | Size: 1–5 MB | File Name: 

Firstname_Lastname_Headshot.jpg. Head-and-shoulders crop, mid-chest up, 1:1 or 4:5 

ratio. Business casual attire, solid colors, no filters. Natural light, clean background. 

Pencil or digital drawings accepted (1500×1500 px). 

Final Encouragement 

You have 52 chances a year to inspire others one for every week. Take time to write with 

care, reflection, and faith. The clearer and truer your voice becomes, the more light it will 

bring to others. Together, we are shaping the next generation of thoughtful, faith-filled 

communicators, the Future Voices who will make the world brighter. 
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