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The Honorable Christine Wormuth
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101 Army Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-0101

Dear Secretary Wormuth:

Throughout the week, reports have surfaced about a verbal and physical altercation
between members of Donald Trump’s campaign and Arlington National Cemetery staff on
Monday, August 26.! It appears that the Trump campaign refused to abide by Arlington National
Cemetery’s absolute prohibition on “filming for partisan, political, or fundraising purposes” and
“abruptly pushed aside” Cemetery staff trying to “ensure adherence” to these rules.?
Accordingly, I ask you to provide the Committee with the incident report and a briefing to
Committee staff on the facts of this incident, including whether Trump campaign staff violated
federal law or Cemetery rules and whether the Trump campaign informed the families of
servicemembers buried at the Cemetery that their gravestones would be used in Mr. Trump’s
political campaign ads.>

Reporting indicates that Mr. Trump and members of his campaign staff visited Arlington
National Cemetery on August 26, 2024, to participate in a wreath laying ceremony and visit the
gravesite of a fallen servicemember.* However, it appears that the Trump campaign—which
arrived at the Cemetery with a photographer and videographer—completely flouted the laws and
rules they were informed of and filmed footage in the restricted area for use in a political Tik Tok
video.> Campaign officials also allegedly engaged in a verbal and physical altercation with
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Cemetery staff who attempted to enforce Cemetery rules that are aimed at preserving the sanctity
and nonpartisan character of the Cemetery, with the Army stating that the Cemetery staff member
was “abruptly pushed aside” so the unauthorized and illegal filming could occur.® According to
a statement issued by the Army after the incident, the Trump campaign was informed about the
prohibition of political activities on the Arlington National Cemetery grounds.” Film and
photography are strictly prohibited in Section 60 of the Cemetery, which is largely reserved for
fallen service members and veterans who served in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.® Although the
incident was reported to the Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall police department, reporting
indicates the employee declined to press charges for fear that Trump supporters would retaliate
against her.® Governor Cox of Utah, who joined Mr. Trump at the Cemetery, also used images
from the visit in fundraising materials. Governor Cox has since apologized for making political
and campaign use of a visit to Arlington National Cemetery—but neither Mr. Trump nor his
campaign have joined Governor Cox in apologizing for these blatant violations. '

I am hopeful you can provide the Committee with a full account of the incident that
occurred in connection with Donald Trump’s campaign visit to Arlington National Cemetery on
August 26, 2024, including the incident report. Please reach out to Committee staff at (202) 225-
5051 by September 9, 2024, to schedule a briefing.

The Committee on Oversight and Accountability is the principal oversight committee of
the House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time”
under House Rule X. Thank you for your prompt attention to this request.

Sincerely, @M
Amie Raskin
Ranking Member

cc: The Honorable James Comer, Chairman
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