
RWE 100 Federal Sree, 6h Floor, Boson, MA 02110

Sepember 12, 2024

Karoline DiPerna
Ofce o Leasing and Plans
Bureau o Ocean Energy Managemen
1201 Elmwood Park Boulevard
New Orleans, Louisiana 70123

Re: Unsolicited lease request for wind energy development in the Gulf of Mexico
Docket No. : BOEM-2024-0039

Submited via Regulaons.gov

Dear Ms. DiPerna,

RWE Oshore Wind Holdings, LLC (RWE) appreciaes he opporuniy o provide commens on he
unsolicied proposal submited o he Bureau o Ocean Energy Managemen (BOEM) by Hecae Energy
Gul Wind, LLC (Hecae Energy) o acquire wo wind energy leases in he Gul o Mexico.

As he rs oshore wind leaseholder in he Gul o Mexico, RWE appreciaes BOEM’s ongoing
commimen o expanding oshore wind in his region. The exisng oil and gas supply chain, highly
skilled workorce, and robus por inrasrucure provide unique advanages or a poenal oshore wind
hub. Wih he righ invesmens and parnerships, he Gul Coas will become an inernaonal hub or
oshore wind manuacuring, experse, and innovaon by connuing o build on generaonal srenghs.
RWE looks orward o having oher leaseholders in he region o help build he oshore wind indusry
and creae new economic developmen opporunies.

As BOEM considers Hecae Energy’s reques or unsolicied leases, RWE requess ha BOEM uphold he
same principles as he compeve leasing process when evaluang his unsolicied lease reques.
Specically, BOEM should priorize robus sakeholder engagemen and should use he previous aucon
price o $50 per acre as a minimum benchmark or providing a air reurn o axpayers as i considers
Hecae Energy’s reques.

RWE srongly recommends ha BOEM connue he curren pracce o requiring communicaons plans
or Fisheries, Tribes and Tribal Naons, and Governmen Agencies or all leaseholders o promoe
consrucve sakeholder engagemen. Moreover, RWE urges BOEM o consider including an opon or
Hecae Energy – and any uure unsolicied proposals in he Gul o Mexico - o commi unding or a
Fisheries Compensaory Migaon Fund. RWE is concerned ha uure compensaory claims or
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poenal shery gear loss or damage or loss o income rom acvies relaed o Hecae Energy’s lease
will generae liabilies or he Regional Compensaory Migaon Fund ha canno be reimbursed by he
RWE unding commimen alone. According o BOEM guidance, lessees are encouraged o coordinae
wih oher lessees o esablish or conribue o a regional und. Thereore, i Hecae Energy is awarded a
lease ouside o an aucon process, RWE recommends ha BOEM provide similar opporunies or
Hecae Energy o conribue unds upron or sheries compensaory migaon purposes.

RWE also requess ha BOEM consider heir previous compeve aucon processes when deermining
a sale price or all unsolicied lease requess. BOEM’s compeve aucon process is well designed o
ensure ha leases are oered a air marke value and provide a air reurn o he American people or
use o public waers. Under BOEM’s curren regulaons, he minimum price per acre ha can be oered
or unsolicied lease reques ($0.25 per acre) is well below he minimum price per acre ha BOEM
proposed in he Final Sale Noce or he aucon held in Augus 2023 ($50 dollars per acre) and he
Proposed Sale Noce ha was published by BOEM in March 2024 ($50 dollars per acre). I BOEM
chooses o move orward wih he unsolicied leases, he resuls o he previous aucon and he
minimum bid price or he proposed second aucon should be key benchmarks or deermining air
marke value.

RWE looks orward o connued engagemen wih BOEM and local sakeholders as we work
collaboravely o develop his new energy indusry in he Gul o Mexico.

Sincerely,

Kate McKeever
Vice President, Head of Government Affairs – Offshore U.S.
RWE Offshore Wind Holdings, LLC
Kate.McKeever@rwe.com


