
 
 

January 27, 2022 
 
 

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, D.C. 20528 
 
 
Dear Secretary Mayorkas: 
 
 
On January 12, 2022, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced the creation of a 
Climate Change Professionals Program to recruit recent graduates and current federal employees 
to support the “growing focus on adapting to climate change and improving resilience.”1Given 
that we had a record-breaking two million illegal crossings in 2021, we are deeply concerned that 
this initiative is a misuse of taxpayer dollars, a paltry attempt to distract the American people 
from your failure to secure the border, and a dangerous reorientation of the Department’s real 
job: protecting against threats to the Homeland. 
  
You note in your announcement that climate change is a “security threat” and that DHS will 
implement a “new approach to climate change adaptation and resilience, and it will do so with 
the sense of urgency this problem demands.” As you can imagine, we are baffled by your 
understanding and utilization of the term “security threat” and are gravely concerned that you are 
directly hindering the country’s ability to confront and combat real security threats.  
 
As you know, actual climate science data – which is conveniently absent from your 
announcement and your media allies’ apocalyptic headlines – does not support the need for such 
a program or the federal government’s dramatic prioritization of this issue. In fact, data shows 
that deaths from natural disasters are at their lowest point in 120 years and that we’ve seen a 92 
percent decline in the decadal death toll from natural disasters since its peak in 1920.2 Not to 
mention, the climate death rate has decreased by 98 percent over the last century.3 
 
Curiously, despite this administration and its activists touting that the surge in illegal border 
crossings is the result of Central American migrants “fleeing climate change,”4 this soundbite is 
not so much as mentioned in your strategic plan outlining the impact of climate change. While 
experts have debunked the myth of climate change fueling your and President Biden’s border 

 
1 https://www.dhs.gov/dhs-actions-climate-change  
2 https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaelshellenberger/2020/08/27/why-deaths-from-hurricanes-and-other-natural-disasters-are-
lower-than-ever/?sh=7c6b41c41396  
3 https://reason.org/wp-content/uploads/files/deaths_from_extreme_weather_1900_2010.pdf  
4 https://nypost.com/2021/04/14/harris-hopeless-root-cause-prescription-for-the-border/  



crisis, it is still peculiar and, frankly, hypocritical that you failed to mention this alleged “threat” 
in your announcement.5 
 
In contrast, data clearly shows the dangers Americans face thanks to your open borders policies. 
For example, in 2018, almost half of all criminals prosecuted in federal courts were aliens, 
charged with crimes ranging from drug trafficking to kidnapping to murder. In Texas alone, over 
the last 10 years, more than 200,000 illegal aliens have been charged with more than 400,000 
criminal offenses, including murder, sexual assault, drug and weapon trafficking, and theft.6   
 
While we understand the frustration you and the administration must feel knowing that the 
American people are not buying into your preferred crisis of choice – climate change – we urge 
you to refocus the work of the Department to its intended mission by securing the border and 
resuming interior enforcement. Doing otherwise is a dereliction of duty, and in direct opposition 
to the oath of office you swore.  
 
What message does this new hiring program send to our already hurting Border Patrol agents as 
they face an unprecedented staffing crisis, with numbers irresponsibly short of where they should 
be?7 This is a disservice to the men and women working on our southern border who have 
dedicated themselves to serve the country and to the American people who rely on border agents 
to do what only they can do.  

These reckless actions will only exacerbate the actual crises we are facing on the southern border 
and further incentivize lawlessness. We urge you to do your job and enforce sound policies that 
prevent further illegal immigration and protect our Homeland. 

Sincerely, 

 
Brian Babin 

Member of Congress 

      
Mary E. Miller    Rodney Davis     W. Gregory Steube 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress  

 
5 https://cis.org/Immigration-Studies/Crop-Data-Suggests-Climate-Change-Not-Driving-Migration-Surge  
6 https://www.heritage.org/immigration/commentary/federal-report-shows-open-borders-bring-increased-crimes-and-costs-
taxpayers  
7 https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/border-patrol-warn-morale-collapse-downtrodden-almost-dead-inside  



              
Ted Budd    August Pfluger   Kevin Hern 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 

 

                 
Randy K. Weber Bill Posey    Yvette Herrell 
Member of Congress Member of Congress   Member of Congress 

 

              
Ralph Norman    Andy Biggs    Bob Gibbs 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 

Earl L. “Buddy” Carter  Michael Cloud        Michael C. Burgess, M.D. 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress           Member of Congress 
 
 
 

   
Steven M. Palazzo   Glenn Grothman   Louie Gohmert 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
 



     
Chip Roy    Pete Sessions    Ronny L. Jackson 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 

          
Bob Good    Jody Hice    Clay Higgins 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 

   
Lauren Boebert   Tom McClintock   Jodey C. Arrington 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 

         
Scott Perry    Lance Gooden    Andy Harris, M.D. 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
 

  
Tom Tiffany    Troy Nehls    Ben Cline 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 



   
Warren Davidson   Mike Carey    Roger Williams 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 

    
Dan Bishop    John Rose    Doug Lamborn 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
 


